INPhINIT Doctorate Fellowships Programme 2026

The ”la Caixa” Foundation, which firmly believes that scientific progress, research,
mobility, and professional qualification are key to the development of society, is launching
an INPhINIT doctorate fellowships programme for young researchers. This programme is
divided into two frames

:K Fundacion "la Caixa”

DOCTORAL INPhINIT - INCOMING CALL

Doctoral fellowships for researchers who wish to carry out their doctoral project at a
Spanish research centre accredited with the Spanish Seal of Excellence Severo Ochoa.

Key points:

e STEM disciplines (technology, engineering, physics, chemistry, mathematics,
health and life sciences).

e Maximum duration: 4 years.

e Fundingto cover labour costs, research costs and doctoral tuition fees.

e On-site training programme in multidisciplinary skills.

Requirements of the call:

e Experience: candidates must not have carried out more than four years of research
activity before the closing date of the call.

e Studies pursued: at the time of recruitment, candidates must have completed the
studies that allow them to enrol in an official PhD programme in Spain.

e Candidates can not have started doctoral studies prior to the start of the
fellowship.

e Mobility: candidates must not have resided or carried out their main activity (work,
studies, etc.) in Spain/Portugal for more than twelve months in the three years
immediately preceding the closing date of the call.

Level of English: candidates must accredit the required level of English by submitting one
of the certificates specified in the rules for participation.

DEADLINE: 28 JANUARY 2026, AT 2 PM PENINSULAR SPAIN. More information

DOCTORAL INPhINIT - RETAINING CALL

Doctoral fellowships for researchers who want to carry out their doctoral project at any
university or research centre in Spain. Candidates who are awarded the fellowship must
complete their doctoral studies at a university other than the university where they
completed their undergraduate studies.

Key points:

e All areas of knowledge.
e Maximum duration: 4 years.
e Fundingto cover labour costs, research costs and doctoral tuition fees.


https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/doctoral-inphinit-fellowships-incoming-call

On-site training programme in multidisciplinary skills.

Requirements of the call:

Experience: candidates must not have carried out more than four years of research
activity before the closing date of the call.

Studies pursued: at the time of recruitment, candidates must have completed the
studies that allow them to enrolin an official PhD programme in Spain/Portugal. The
verification of the required level of studies will be carried out by the host university
when the admission procedure begins.

Candidates can not have started doctoral studies prior to the start of the
fellowship.

Mobility: candidates must have resided or carried out their main activity (work,
studies, etc.) in Spain/Portugal for more than twelve months in the three years
immediately preceding the closing date of the call.

Level of English: candidates must accredit the required level of English by submitting one
of the certificates specified in the rules for participation.

DEADLINE: 18 FEBRUARY 2026, AT 2 PM PENINSULAR SPAIN. More information

If you are interested in one of the INPhINIT fellowships, please check below the list of the
CBGP “s Principal Investigators offering to host a doctoral candidate and directly get in
touch with them for more details:

Plant Development Research Area:

Jose A. Jarillo / Manuel Pineiro Galvin: MOLECULAR BASES OF PLANT
DEVELOPMENTAL PHASE TRANSITIONS

Pedro Crevillen Lomas: EPIGENETIC REGULATION OF AGRONOMIC TRAITS

Luis Onate-Sanchez: GROWTH AND STRESS RESPONSES DURING EARLY PLANT
DEVELOPMENT

Monica Pernas Ochoa: ROOT DEVELOPMENTAL TRAITS ASSOCIATED WITH PLANT
ADAPTABILITY TO EXTREME ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Javier Cabrera Chaves: ROOT SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT DURING THE
INTERACTION OF PLANTS WITH SOIL MICROORGANISMS

Tamara Hernandez Verdeja: MOLECULAR BASES OF PLANT DEVELOPMENTAL
PHASE TRANSITIONS

Interactions of Plants with Environment Research Area

Mar Castellano Moreno: TRANSLATION AND PROTEIN FOLDING IN RESPONSE TO
ENVIRONMENTAL CUES

Estrella Santamaria: MOLECULAR PLANT-PEST DYNAMICS FOR SUSTAINABLE
PROTECTION

Stephan Pollmann: PLANT HORMONAL REGULATORY NETWORKS

Synthetic Biology and Bioengineering Research Area:

Krzysztof Wabnik: SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY OF PLANT SIGNALING CIRCUITS


https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/doctoral-inphinit-fellowships-retaining-call
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/es/?option=com_content&view=article&id=23
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/es/?option=com_content&view=article&id=28
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/?option=com_content&view=article&id=25
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/about-us/monica-pernas-ochoa
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/es/informacion-cientifica/root-system-development-during-the-interaction-of-plants-with-soil-microorganisms
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/index.php/en/?option=com_content&view=article&id=23
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/?option=com_content&view=article&id=155
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/scientific-information/molecular-plant-pest-dynamics-for-sustainable-protection
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/?option=com_content&view=article&id=162
https://www.cbgp.upm.es/index.php/en/scientific-information/synthetic-biology-of-plant-signaling-circuits

e Jorge Hernandez Garcia: EVOLUTION OF TRANSCRIPTIONAL EFFECTORS AND
REGULATORS

Computational Systems Biology and Genomics research Area:

e Joaquin Medina Alcazar: ADAPTIVE GENETICS AND GENOMICS

General inquiries about the call: humanresources.cbgp@upm.es

About CBGP

The Center for Plant Biotechnology and Genomics is a joint research center of the Technical
University of Madrid (UPM) and the National Institute of Agriculturaland Food Research and
Technology (INIA), that is a National Centre integrated in the Spanish Research Council
(CSIC). Its strategic objectives are the generation of knowledge on the genetic and
molecular bases of key biological and physiological processes of plants and the organisms
that interact with them, as well as the genomics of plants and these organisms. The Center
also aims to develop new Computational Biology and Synthetic Biology tools for the
functional analysis of plants and microorganisms. CBGP researchers are grouped into four
research areas: Plant Development, Plant-Environment Interaction, Computational and
Biosystems Biology and Genomics, and Synthetic Biology and Bioengineering. The center
has a remarkable translational biology activity (CBGP-Solutions program) in the innovative
ecosystem of the Montegancedo-UPM Campus of International Excellence. This
technology transfer activity has allowed the creation of 4 technology-based companies and
the development of new products and processes for the productive sectors of the national
and international
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